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Jet Lands In The Classroom

Cutaway models and computer simulators of jet engines
can’t match having your hand on the throttle as you
spool up the genuine article. Turbine Technologies of
Chetek, Wis., claims its Mini-Lab can bring this hands-
on realism to any classroom with a standard wall outlet.
Behind the heavy polycarbonate viewing window is a
quy operatlonal SR 30 turbOJet englne The tiny 10-
oo ' pound engine, which
is only a foot long and
£ 6 in. in diameter, de-
velops 40 pounds of
& static thrust.
.~ Sensors on and in-
side the engine are
¢ able to “talk” to either
b a stripchart recorder
or a computer. This
allows students to
. observe a jet’s actual
‘internal conditions
" under various operat-
ing conditions.
Lock-out devices
. prevent overzealous
- students from “flying”
- the SR-30 without a
qualified instructor.
With jet travel ex-
i ~  pected to double in
The easy-to-maintain SR-30 engine the next decade, this
reaches 87,000 rpm and can be training tool has land-
restarted after a 1-minute cool-down. ed just in time.

POPULAR MECHANICS ® JANUARY 2001 ® WAL POPULARMECHANICS.COM

TURRMN TECHNOLOGES



